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society, be consumed.    But the inability to consume
is not due to incapacity for consumption itself, ex-
cept in a few articles.    It is due to the inability to
obtain.    The fact that there are thousands in want
even of the necessaries of life that are thus over-
produced shows clearly enough that there is no
more produced than would be eagerly consumed if
it could be obtained.   The problem of the age is to
put what is produced into the hands of those who
desire to consume it, and to do this in harmony with
economic laws, and not as a gift or charity, which
n violates economic laws.

While no one is wise enough at the present day
to formulate a plan for securing this result, the gen-
eral principle underlying the problem may even now
be stated. It is this: The progress made in eco-
nomic art and machinery is far in advance of that
made in social art and machinery. Production is es-
sentially an individual enterprise and comparatively
simple, while distribution, not in the economic
but in the sociological sense, is highly complex.

Production is the result of individual ingenuity
applied to the physical and vital forces of nature.
Distribution must be the result of collective inge-
nuity applied to the social forces. There are physi-
cal forces that will secure it to a certain extent, but
they are subject to the law of competition, which
sets a limit to their action and soon chokes up the
avenues of distribution. The kind of ingenuity
needed to secure free circulation of products is so-